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The first week of school is always lots of fun!  Thank you for helping to make these
encounters possible.  Clockwise from top left: First Food for Thought (78 people!);
Northern lights late-night bonding; Foursquare on the Academic Lawn; Bonfire out
on 8-mile beach; Talking with Sister Josephine at Echo Lake; Making sandwiches on
the beach after a hike; Canoeing on Labor Day; First Day of School for Pope Francis
(center).
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New monthly: 11
Increased monthly: 4

New Donors: 40
Alumni Donors: 24

Total Donors: 150

Parent Donors of 
Current students: 9

Total Raised: $33,563

I always rejoice in seeing new and returning students each fall, and this year
is no exception.  We have connected with many new students: freshman
enrollment is up, and we were able to connect with many incoming students
well before they arrived on campus.  Check out the stories on the back page
– these are two examples of first-year students who chose NMU in part
because of CCM!  Please pray for them, and all our first-year students, and
all the students at CCM!

Letter from the Chaplain

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Fr. Dustin, Sr. Josephine and students head
to campus for the first day of classes.

Fr. Dustin Larson, CCM Chaplain

I would like to welcome Sr. Josephine to the team here at CCM!  She comes
here with a wealth of Campus Ministry experience, and I look forward to all
the ways that she will help create encounters between Jesus and the
students.  Your support makes it possible to have her here!

We are also blessed to have a team of five FOCUS Missionaries this year.  
I can’t emphasize this point enough: second to Jesus Himself, having this
team here makes outreach possible.  Over the past few years, we have seen a
huge increase in both activity and deepening commitment to Jesus.  The
FOCUS missionaries are the hands and feet that make it possible to grow. 
I especially want to thank our monthly supporters who are helping to sustain
our missionaries long-term: currently at $3,512 per month, we are well on
the way to the $6,000 per month that we need to keep them on the ground!

As always, know of my prayers.  On behalf of all the CCM students,
thank you for your continuing prayers and support!

FOCUS Team for 2022-23: Ben, Serena,
Zoe, Maria and Alek (Team Director)

Providing Students the Opportunity to Encounter Christ



Join today!

nmucatholic.org/LFS

NMU Community: CCM is a way to reach out to students who
may be interested in the Catholic Church.  They provide a
welcoming, faith-filled community for Catholic students who
want to encounter others.  This may even draw students to NMU
because they know there is a strong faith-based support system
to college students. 
Marquette: It important to make a Catholic presence known in
the community, especially one that shows young people being
strengthened in their faith. 
Diocese: As the future of the Church, when young people are
involved in something faith-based at an earlier point in their
lives, they can start evangelizing others and drawing them in. It
is so important to have an active expression of faith to show
hope and reinforce the mission of the Church.

Meet the Vollenweiders

To do our part in helping with the mission of CCM: to reach young people, and provide a place for them to practice their
faith. As our own faith journey continues, the need to nurture faith starting at a younger age has become apparent.

When I wear my CCM shirt, I hope students will feel comfortable asking about CCM and/or my own faith. I have CCM
stickers on my water bottle and computer for the same reason. I believe it is the small things that can help guide students
where God is leading them. After seeing the stickers, a student felt comfortable asking me about Mass times for Easter. 
 Another student was guided to CCM by the flyer that I have on the bulletin board outside my office door. She was
looking for friends and connections and she asked because she saw the sign; she has made friends and is still active in
CCM today!

Receive a CCM t-shirt as a
gift when you sign up for a

new (or increased) monthly
recurring donation. 

It's a good feeling to know that my
contribution can help CCM continue

their mission of reaching NMU students.
As the ministry grows, the need for

support will grow as well. 
Why do you choose to support CCM monthly?

Jenn (MA '2014) Vollenweider is a math instructor at NMU. She
and her husband Hans were impressed by how many students CCM
reaches.  Inspired by how the students become engaged in the
Church's mission, they felt called to become monthly supporters.
"Young people are the future of the Catholic Church and CCM is
nurturing their faith."   

How have you been able to share CCM with others?

Why do you think CCM is important to the NMU Community?
To Marquette? To the Diocese?

(check out the New Student perspective on back)



Isaac Pifer is coming to NMU as a new student from Hortonville, WI.
"I chose NMU for a multitude of reasons including but not limited to
geographic location (I love the cold and hiking), wonderful mentors
(both in and outside the classroom), and top tier programs for
extracurricular opportunities such as The Honors Program, Freshmen
Fellowship and Catholic Campus Ministry. CCM influenced my
decision to choose NMU as it provided a support system that I knew
would always be there.  I've really found Jesus here at CCM: through

NEW STUDENT PERSPECTIVES

Gianna Hoving, 
Elementary Education

I’m Gianna Hoving from Ypsilanti. I’ve got awesome parents, 7 cool
siblings, and I’m studying Elementary Ed. as well as running cross country
for NMU.  God called me to NMU! My parents went to school here, so I 

Isaac Pifer, 
Psychology and Communication

The Encounter:

Support Gianna, Isaac, and many others today! nmucatholic.org/donate

At CCM there is going to be
fun, there is going to be
food, there is going be
friends, and above all
there’s going be Jesus!

CCM influenced my decision
to choose NMU as it provided

a support system that I
knew would always be there. 

Bible Study, frequent
Adoration, and the ability to
help the St. Michael Parish and
parishioners with Mass via altar
serving and Eucharistic
ministry.  Everyone I have
interacted with here has not
only displayed faith, but faith

through good works.  I think the one thing that sort of surprised me
was how much fun one can have at CCM and most importantly
without knowing ahead of time. Several times between classes I have
seen CCM out in the middle of campus picking up a game of four
square or ultimate frisbee.  There will always be someone there for
you, something for you to do, and nourishment (whether spiritual or
physical) to be found. Overall, having only been at Northern for a
few weeks, my time with CCM has made the college experience way
better than I could have ever imagined."

came up for the scholarship
competition and God showed me
through the cross-country team and
through CCM that He had prepared
a place for me here. When I was at
the scholarship competition one of
the girls who comes to CCM
(Lauren) found out I was Catholic
and she told me to go check out
Campus Ministry.  I went over and I
especially remember feeling at home in the chapel. I encounter Jesus at
CCM through the sacraments of Confession, Holy Communion, and
through the Holy Hours that I can go to so often and receive so much
grace.  I encounter Jesus through the people at CCM by the way that
they welcome me in and invite me to different events, and especially
when one of the FOCUS missionaries took time to really listen to me
and get to know me, and she invited me into a Bible study.  It surprised
me how many people there are and that I’ve gotten to make individual
friendships with the people here already.


